Online Courses at Columbia Virtual Academy (CVA)

Thank you for your interest in online courses through Columbia Virtual Academy (CVA). Our online courses are provided by FlexPoint, a premier online course provider for middle and high school students since 1997.

Key Features of CVA Online Courses
· All courses are aligned with state standards and approved by the Washington State Digital Learning Department.
· Students can choose from a wide range of courses that meet graduation requirements and support college and career readiness.
· Courses are available at both regular and honors levels.
· Students can learn from anywhere and create a daily schedule that works for them, while staying on pace with assignments.
· Students and parents can easily monitor academic progress on a day-to-day basis.
· Learning is based on mastery of content, not seat time, and includes end-of-course assessments.
· Students are supported by Washington State–certified, highly qualified CVA teachers.
· To preview sample lessons and course previews, see About Our Curriculum

Frequently Asked Questions:

Is taking an online course right for my student?
Online learning offers many benefits, including:
· Access to courses and programs that may not be available locally
· Students work more independently and set their own daily schedule to complete their online coursework 
· Reduced commuting time and costs
· A variety of learning and assessment formats to fit different learning styles
· Proven effectiveness—studies (including a 2012 U.S. Department of Education meta-analysis) show students in online learning can perform as well as or better than peers in traditional classrooms
· Flexibility for students with extracurricular, work, or family commitments

Are FlexPoint courses accredited and aligned with standards?
· Cognia Accreditation: FlexPoint has met the rigorous standards set by the Cognia Global Commission, encompassing three regional accrediting bodies: SACS CASI, NCA, and NWAC. [1]

How fast or slow can a student work?
· Students typically complete about one hour of work per course each day (approximately 5 hours per week).
· Students may accelerate by completing additional lessons each week.
· Each course includes an Individual Pace Planner (IPP), allowing students to choose a pace that works best for them (traditional, accelerated, or remedial).

How do FlexPoint courses support students who need extra help?
· Courses include interactive and visual learning activities to support engagement and understanding.
· Built-in features such as hover-over definitions and glossaries provide vocabulary support.
· Materials are available in multiple formats, including text-based versions.
· Many FlexPoint courses have built-in text-to-speech and translation services. In courses that do not include these features, students can use external accessibility tools, many of which are already available on their devices or can be downloaded.

How do Discussion-Based Assessments (DBAs) work?
· DBAs are required, instructor-led conversations that assess student understanding and support academic integrity.
· They also help build relationships between the student, teacher, and family.
· Teachers use flexible, individualized questions tailored to each student’s learning needs.
· Rubrics and sample questions are available to guide expectations.

Does all learning happen on the computer?
· While most coursework is completed and submitted online, students also engage in offline learning activities, such as: 
· Project-based assignments
· Research and presentations
· Video and audio projects
· Interviews and real-world applications
Online learning today goes beyond traditional “read and respond” models. CVA courses combine digital tools with real-world interaction to create a well-rounded, engaging learning experience.

